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A healthier Japan

Yusuke Nakamura explains the purpose of his fledgling
biomedical office.

o Eyraesh

Yusuke Nakarmura, @ geneticist at the
University of Tokyo, has long argued
that the country should reform its
health-care system and werk harder to
cash in on its biological discoveries,
His mission was given fresh urgency
by the Tohoku earthquake and
tsunami in March — and now he has a
pulpit. In January, Nakamura launched
the Office of Medical Innovation, &
cabinet-level advisory arganization,
and he will make his case at a high-

This article elsewhere

this article
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o Add to Delicious
B 204 to Twitter

level meeting next week.

Mariko fleds

How did the disaster expose
weaknesses in Japan's medical
system?

Many people lost their medical records, so the government in Tokyo
didn’t know the volume of drugs needed in different places. And
medical support is terrible. If you have a stroke in Soma, you'll have
to drive an hour and a half or twoe hours to the hospital in Sendal or
elsewhere. It's an urgent situation,

Wictim identification has been delayed because the government is
trying to do it on the basis of dental records, which often aren't
available. Two thousand recovered badies remain unidentified. |
argue that they should use single-nucleotide-polymorphism testing,
which is faster and more accurate. | estimate it would cost ¥800
million (US$10 million) — nothing compared with the recovery costs.

How could these problems be avoided?

In Japan, each hospital has its own medical -record system. We need
instead to have a national ‘cloud” system to store records, and
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