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c. The patient is entitled to humane terminal care and to
be provided with all available assistance in making dying
as dignified and comfortable as possible.
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Assisted dying law reforms up to April 2019
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Assisted dying law reforms up to April 2019

Various forms of medical assisted dying have been approved in the following states
and nations. Each law has its own limits, rules and guidelines. All but Switzerland
forbid foreigners this type of help to die. Only Canada, the Netherlands and Belgium
permit chosen death via doctor lethal injection; all others are by doctor prescription
which the patient drinks. US reforms marked *

* Switzerland 1940

¢ *Oregon 1994

* Colombia 1997

¢ The Netherlands 2002
¢ Belgium 2002

¢ *Washington 2008

¢ Luxembourg 2009

¢ Montana 2009 (court ruling only)
*  *Vermont 2014

*  Quebec 2015

* *california 2016

* Canada 2016

* *Colorado 2016

*  *Washington DC 2017
*  *Hawaii 2019

¢ *New Jersey 2019
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Figure 1: DWDA prescription recipients and deaths*, by year, Oregon, 1998-2018
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*As of January 22, 2019
See Table 2 for detailed

- atients were aged 65 years or older (79.2%), and most had cancer (62.5%).
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Redefining Physicians' Role in Assisted Dying
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Oregon Death with Dignity Act
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Table 1. Characteristics and end-of-life care of 1,459 DWDA patients who have died from ingesting a lethal dose of medication as of
January 22, 2019, by year, Oregon, 1998-2018 (Revised April, 2019)

[ 2018 | Total | 1998-2002 | 2003-2007 | 2008-2012 | 2013-2017

Characteristics | =tee) | (v=idsg | (=29 | (=2i2 | (N=) | (=610 |
Sex N (%) N N () N (%) N (%' N (%)!
Male (%) 87 (518) 763 (52.3) T (E50) 2 (28) 169 (497) 324 (534)
Female (%) 81 ¢482) 696 (477) 58 (15.0) 100 (472) 171 (503) 286 {469
Age
1834 (%) 0 00 9 06 2 (16) 2 (09) 2 (08) 305
35-44(%) 2 (12 2 (19 3@y 703 5 (15 11(18)
45-54 (%) 9 (64) 85 (58 10 (78) 21 99 2 62 2% @39
55-64 (%) 2 (143) 275 (189 21 (163) 52 (245 68 (200) 110 (18.0)
65-74 %) 50 (208) 441 (302) 46 (357) a @22 101 (207) 197 (32.3)
75-84 (%) 54 (321) 3 @10) 37 (@87) 61 (288) 91 (268) 151 (24.9)
85+ (%) 2 (173 227 (1586) 10 (78) 22 (104) 52 (153) 14 (187)
Median years (ange) 7 @002 72 @502 | 69 @594 60 (2095 71 (3496 73 {29-102)
Race

163 0001
African American (%) 0 00 104 000 0 (00 103 0 (0
American Indian (%) 108 302 0 (00 105 0 (00) 102
Asian (%) 2 (12 2 (14 4 .@31) 2 09 2 (0§) (L8
Pacifc Isander (%) 0 00 1 04) 0 (00 0 (00) 103 0 (0
Ot (%) 1(08) 103 0 (00 0 (09 0 (©0) 3 (05
Twro or more races (%) 108 7085 0 (00 0 (00) 0 (00) 6 (10)
Hispanic (%) 0 00 15 (10) 000 2 09 3 09 10 (16)
Unknown 0 5 0 0 3 2
Marital status
Married (inclucing Regstered Domestic Partner) (%) 72 @434) 668 (461) 60 (46.5) 94 (443) 156 (463) 286 (472)
Widowed (%) 32 (193) 319 (220) 2 @5 “ @8 8 @252 129 @213
Never married (%) 20 (120) 4 (19 2 (62 20 (04) 27 80 30 (64)
Divorced (%) 42 (253) 349 (41) 2 @48 54 (255) 63 (205) 152 (251)
Unknown 2 9 0 0 3 4

Oregon Death with Dignity Act
2018 Data Summary

Figure 2: Summary of DWDA prescriptions written and medications ingested in 2018,
as of January 22, 2018

249 people had prescriptions
written during 2018
11 people with
pr.escripl.ions written I : 1
in previous years

ingested medication 158 ingested 48 did not ingest 43 ingestion

during 2018 medication medication and status unknown
subsequently died
from other causes
169 ingested 14 died, ingestion
medication status unknown
168 died from 1 regained consciousness 29 death and
ingesting medication after ingesting medication; ingestion status
died of underlying illness pending
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our right to refuse future medical treatment

If you think your health will affect your ability to make decisions in future,
lyou can make an advance decision to refuse medical treatment. This can
detail treatment you don‘t want to have. Find out about making an
advance decision, including one saying you don’t want treatment to keep
you alive.
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